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THE PATHFINDER

A show explores the late
career of a pioneer of Korea’s
Dansaekhwa movement

KWON YOUNG WOO (1926-2013)
was part of the fiest of
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South Koeea's modern artiss, and
the first claws of Seowl Unwersey's
ant school (1957); e also pio-
necred the monochromat an
movemer, the Damacabwa
Traised = traditionsl Chisese k.
passting, Young-Woo buk bodpn
thoough ha 211 between Korea's
avars-gande and Wewern move-
mere of Aburact Eapecssscnnm
Working on tradamma! mascriah,
wat as hann paper. be descioped
3 personal wyle that saed
fingermaihs 1o scratch and icar
the pamcing surtace

Scouls perstgronn Kuioe
Gallery recenly opened a show of
Young-Woo's art, featarneg 30 of
his works on paper from 197%-
1996, Zoe Chan, the gallerys
Commuana st oo Dewctar, spobe
to BLOUIN ARTINFO o the
show, Young Woo and the gal
kery's role i nurtsring Korcan art

The Dammackiw s moveraes arow
a1 3 hssoncal jencrare whes young
Korca mamtnd % cwaps the colo-
saal past ver hogeed t0 cogage with
Westorn modorneen. Todas, thae
conttons damY cunt How docs
oweomporan Koeca retase to the
Dasnachbwa phdomoplyy

To sndertand the ariac todsy
who have the beact e of fumdamen
being Kerean in culture, & i
vial o cxamune the roots of
Korcan comemporary art — which

would mclade the first comtempo-
rary artints, and the celtare chey
were surrounded by — 0 onder o
bester endervand saday  arties
2nd thar work. Bessdes, | hope foe
2 wider exchange of Kaeea's art
movemeses Salow:ng Dansachbwa.
1 thizk 1t m important o noce
Koeea's past politcal, social and
cukural aspets that are heing
dncased through Desmackhma
Inwicad of limmng this as a phe-
nomenon solcly toe Koeea or 2 cal-
turally spevific regaoe. a distinctve
posnt o that by reviuting thas past
cukure, we are able to re-evaluace
ot peesere. Rather than placing
sentaponions of Wessern of
Eastern, the artists and their works
seed 10 be read in & moders per
pextive thragh

s ariginal era

b thare any other lascr-day ant
movement that B Dansackhwa
b efiecnced and boce
wstrumoeal o Sapeg

noe quise right 1o state
that & is 2 disect aftermach of
Dasnackbwa, Mingsrg Art

lisceally “people’s a1™) asone after
Dasnackbwa. It arose disectly =
reacton to the palexal sene of
Korea, and » radical racher than
acadesnc. canberesd s
doxvmcmeate of the malitary
dxtaonhp and the rapad Change
o the social syseem 1o Cagetalam.

Today's Gwangss Barnnale can be
seen 2t 3 resukt of the Mingeng
Art and the cvil movement of
that permnd

There has been rencwed mecrna
rost 0 the Dansackhwa

ol
2. How would o hdp watae &
MOVTMCNT 10 PIESCAL L
Rather than bong senewed, [ thnk
o« was & nateral occurrence wich
the flow of time, and ' sho
oxcouraging. As Koecan
contemporary art i ddfxak to
penpoint in regards to styles of &
matural pot of reberence in
companson 1o the contempeeary
arts of China asd Japan, | thisk
Dansackbwa has become 2
starting pow

Currently, there o & wide array
of wergung cukiures and hapgen-
ings all around Asia, from Eaut
Ava, 1o Muddle Faw, and to Sow
East Ava. In the perspective of the
West's madornssm, there are rather
vagoe 1opics that need further
cmphanis and dabaracon | look
forward o new penpectives on
thewe topas fram che Weas to
Becoeme ponts of active
Conversations and IBCraction.

Has the gallery cogaged with the
a1 of Kwom Yousng Woo before?
Throsgh comeratsns wich hn

e are trying to have Kwoa
Yourg- Weo's work hecome part of
magor collectons and exbabaed o
the Srection that the arts woukd
have wanted. As 3 member of the
furst class so study Orsernal
Pasreorg at Scosl Natonal
Uneversity, bes imnvestigation of
paper was very ancarventional
and very expenmental, transform-
ing £ ifgo 32 importam syl and
phiknophy as callgraphy was the
e syl 3t the time. Containing
the grstures, repetoms, and per
foematie apects of Daneackbwa,
Kwon Young Woo was prvotal in
apandag the baw amd wcpping
stone in the next peneration of
artiney” formal cxperimentatons.
He was able 1o make the crities
et the aame stasement throsgh
his work as well.

family,

Dyoes the gallery bave s dedscated
program 1o promate, purter and
archove Daniackbwe ant’

Kukp Gallery has boen concentran-
ing 0o mtroducing magor artists
noe only @ exhibaons, bus in

prabivahed caakogues and through
ather muks faceted approaches as
woll. This incledes supporting the
indrvidual artsty’ insensificd actvi
thes fodlowng thewr partxipaten o
the collateral cxbadataon o thes
year's Venke Bamsale, publidong
2 collection of esays by keading
imernatonal art hissonans and
profesuonals, organuing 3 round-
tabie descussion cn bving and late
artnes, and recording and datrd-
wing these acuvitaes. An internal
archive o = peocess as well; we
are planning to open these refer
ences to profeswonal, calircton,
researchers and ocher people vt
ing ot gallery with thew smerese
Ouesade of the galiery's conven
tonal commeraal parpose, we arc
sermving to buihd networks asd
comnetons for vy practa=g
Korean artsts and their works that
have dureatly o iadirectly been
sapporied by the e of
Dansackhwa in nemeroas art fain.
— The exirbation runs freosgh
December 6 at Kukje Gallery, 54,
Samcheomy eo, fomgno- gu. Seoul.
waw bubpgaliery com
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