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Gigantic Necklace,
2012, Black Knot,
2012, Chanel
collection, Black and
Purple Knot, 2012
View of the exhibition
"Othoniel”, L&M Arts,
New York, United
States, 2012
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Jean-Michel Othoniel

In the art of French artist Jean-Michel Othoniel, glass that refracts and magnifies light

becomes an instrument for transforming sadness into ecstasy. Text Han Yeah-joon

Coming across the works of Jean-Michel Othoniel
(b.1964~) without being given any contextual infor-
mation, one might sense that these colored Murano
glass sculptures, however beautiful, seem to have
a fleeting quality, like a dream, without provoking
any emotional empathy. And though they may even
appear glittery on the surface, once making the
discovery that Othoniel's works are imbued with
feelings of sadness, their sparkle may start to look
more like eyes quivering with melancholy.

In his youth, he loved a man who wanted to be-
come a priest and had the horrific experience of
seeing his lover, torn between love and religion, at
last choose a tragic end. This trauma led Othon-
iel to regard art as a means of healing. The glass

sculptures in the form of a necklace of beads seem

organic and reminiscent of proliferating cells, ex-
pressing his interest in how things change and shift
from one condition to another. What made him
an overnight sensation was his work Le Kiosque
des Noctambules, installed at the entrance to the
Palais Royal - Musée du Louvre métro station in
2000 to mark the 100th anniversary of the Paris
subway system. After this, he continued to work on
monumental projects that engaged with historical
locations, developing his works into visual objects
designed to heal the wounds of the place of exhibit.
He is currently preparing a permanent installation
work for Water Theatre Grove in the Palace of Ver-
sailles, created in the 17th century but destroyed
by a storm in 1999. Three delightful fountain sculp-

tures will be unveiled in September 2014.
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(from left)

Les Lacets Bleus (The
Blue Lacets), 2009,
Private collection.
View of the exhibition
"Les Noeuds de
Janus,"” Galerie
Perrotin, Paris, 2009
Le Belvédere et les
Lanternes de I'lle
Barbe, 2013
Permanent installation
for “River Movie,"

on Rives de Sadne,
Caluire, Lyon, France
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