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Xijing Men

Art collective Xijing Men
1s comprised of Gimhongsok

(Korea), Chen Shaoxiong
(China), and Tsuyoshi Ozawa
(Japan), who formed the group
together in 2006. Since then,
the trio has explored humor
and politics through perfor-
mance, painting, and video.
The current exhibition focuses
on the fictitious history,
culture, and politics of the
imaginary city of Xijing.

The show is organized
into four chapter rooms and
an epilogue, all of which tell
jokes about government Sys-
tems and the globalization of
east Asia. Welcome to Xijing
(2012) stages an immigration
gate: upon arrival, viewers are
instructed to smile, sing, or
dance, inviting the audience
to join the absurdity of life in
Xijing. Xijing Olympics (2008)
parodies the Beijing Olym-
pics, with the trio playing an
amateur game of football with
a watermelon and competing
in a sleeping marathon.
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The Xijing Men also
explore the naivete of utopian
political hopes and ideals. /
Love Xijing: Xijing School
(2013) 1s a quasi-documentary
of students taking classes that
teach sleeping and gibberish
language; according to the
Xijing Men, these are life
lessons that make students

smarter and more independent.

I Love Xijing: The Daily Life
of Xijing Presidents (2009)
develops the constitution of
Xijing with a child narrator
who preaches notions of social
equality, stability, and peace.
The show succeeds in telling
tongue-in-cheek jokes about
the spectacle of socio-political
realities but, when comedy is
taken out of the equation, it
remains unclear whose reali-
ties are renegotiated. National
Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art, Seoul
2015.05.27 - 2015.08.02
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Welcome to Xijing: Xijing

Olympics

2008

Mixed-media installation and
single-channel video, 35 min

Courtesy MMCA and the artists



