S/ 2

201507

Li ﬁ

PR R -
f
[
o
|
i la

M um A

T o T
:-I.l..l'l. (1L
1 | oy
."ﬁg__.l_i lf?l Ul ] '
[llllll ‘
Feature 02

THE PERMANENT KOREAN PAVILION
AT THE EXPO MILANO 2015 UNVEILED
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The Real Message Created by the Fake: ‘World of Xijing’
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X¥ijing Men, Welcome to Xijing—Xijing Olympics, Mixed media
installation and Single channel video, Colour, Sound, 35min, 2008
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Aninstallation view of the Welcome to Xijing=Xijing Immigration Service
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Inthe past, there was a city called Xijing in China.
Out ofthe north, south, east, and westernregions
of China, the westregion [Xijing) has now become
a city of the past, which exists only in history

and literature. To rebuild this city, three artists
have come together. Gim Hongsok (Korea), Chen

Shaoxiong (China), and TsuyoshiOzawa (Japan]
have formed the project group Xijing Men'from
2008, and are rebuilding the city froma glance
towards culture, history, society, politics, and
economy. Currently, toview the new Xijing, you
must gothrough an entrance procedure [ Welcome
to Xijing—Xijing Immigration Service). The office
employees pointtothe sign. The sign states that
youmust laugh, dance, orsing to pass the entrance
procedure. The audiencesletoutalaugh,andenter
Xijing withits sky blue flag. As you turnthe corner
and enterthe main exhibition area, you are met with
the second episode of Welcome toXijing), the Xijing
Olympics’. The sports spiritamong the Beijing areas
of ‘faster, higher, and stronger’, after the 2008
Beijing Olympics have beentakenand preserved
by Xijing. The person who holds their breaththe
longestinawashbowl full of water becomes the
swimming competition's winner. After theirunique
Dlympics, only the remains are left filingup the
arena. ltmightnot be sodynamic, but the serious

expressionsand funny movements portrayed by
the artists in the video make the audience laugh.

It could even be self-deprecation. The artists
create the imaginary city of Xijing, and through
‘eriticism’ and ‘ridicule’ answer the guestions
thatare presented by black comedy. Youwill
laughwhile watching, and youwill feel bitter after
laughing. Itisacomedythatcreates afeeling of
self-deprecation. In Do you know Xijing 2 has avideo
ofaninterview held in Korea's Yeongjongdolsland,
China's Hainan, and Japan's Okinawawhichtraces
back over Xijing's history. The video encompasses
the criticism that the artists have towards the
incompleteness of history, as wellastheirhopes
forutopia. The sequelfor the interviewis the/Love
Xijing—The Daily Life of Xijing Presidents where the
artistbecomes Xijing's presidentandlegislate five
constitutions. Allof themrelate torelationships,
and its purposeistorestore the values thattoday's
governments have forgotten. Xijing does not
technically existanywhere. The reasonwhy this
exhibition is sointerestingis because itdoes not
trytocreate something fake thatseemsreal. The
artists place the fakeness at the forefrontin order
toemphasize the existence of the imaginary city
of Xijing. Even audiences that do not understand
the exhibition's purpose and throw criticisms and
mockerytowards the exhibition are welcome inthe
world of Xijing. They truly are the Xijing men. The
exhibition will continue until Aug. 2 in the National
Museum of Modernand Contemporary Art, Seoul.
<byWoo Hyunjung>

Aexhibition view of the "World of Xijing’




